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literature and ephemeral publication intended for
a general readership”.(Simpson J.A. and Esc
Weiner. Oxford English Dictionary.125)” 3
v W& TH. HEE Jdvotnd “Collins
Diétionry of English Languagess® &rdes o3
S8 “appealing to the general public; widely
favored or admired favored by an individual or
limited group” (Patrick Hanks. Collins Dictionry

of English Language.1140) @ J&gDow .
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"Popular literature in English is writing which has

shown wide and continued acceptance, measured
by sales, frequent imitation, adaptation to other

BB 570D O

cultural forms and general commercial success.
The word "popular" is meant as a synonym for
"successful,” not as an antonym for

"serious."(Canadian Encyclopedia)
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QH00enHS® 80d Ao '5936"&5363.

1. “Popular literature includes those writings
intended for the masses and those that find
favor with large audiences. It can be
distinguished from artistic literature in that
itis designed primarily to entertain. Popular
literature, unlike high literature, generally
does not seek a high degree of formal beauty
or subtlety and is not intended to endure.”
(Encyclopedia of Britannica)

2. “Popular literature can be defined as what
the unsophisticated reader has chosen for
pleasure” (Victor E Neuburg. Popular
Literature a History and Guide. P.11).

3. “The most obvious way to define popular
literature doubtless is quantitatively; if many
persons read a particular kind of literature,
itis popular. Cheaper cost and more readers
- have resulted in the production of a vast
amount of written material that the most part
is intended for and consumed by ordinary
persons.” (William F. Hansen, Anthology of
Ancient Greek Popular Literature. Xii-xiii).

4. “The basic aim of popular literature is to
provide readers with easy, immediate, and
unbroken engagement while demanding little
of them. Works of popular literature that are
aimed at groups of readers such as less-
educated or less-affluent persons may
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contain themes such as anti-intellectualism
and fantasies such as the acquisition of great
personal power that are intended to appeal
particularly to these groups, but these
features are accidental, not necessary,

qualities of popular writings”.(ibid.)
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Ecotourism in Telangana & its Potential

- Dr. Battu Kiritam, Asst Prof of History, Govt. Degree College, Hayathnagar.

Introduction :

Although quite old and clichéd, the concept
of Atithi Devo Bhava is awarm and intrinsic
experience of traditional Indian hospitality. India
is a nation known for its hospitality, tradition
and culture. Here, an atithi is equal to God
and we have to live up to the saying inits true
spirit. To experience the real flavour of
hospitality, the Ministry of Tourism (Gol) says
“it isrecommendable to stay in Indian homes.”
The eco-tourists have a greater responsibility
on themselves of safe-guarding the ecology and
biodiversity of the area of their visit, and are
bound to encourage going back to natural
products in every aspect of life. Responsible
and non-intrusive tourismthat sustains the local
culture is the key phrase for the eco-tourists.
They are, therefore, most often welcomed by
the indigenous people and hosted with the same
spirit of atithi devo bhava within the available
means and resources at hand.

Ecological tourism implies a scientific,
aesthetic or philosophical approach, although
the ecological tourist is not required to be a
professional scientist, artist or philosopher. The
main point is that the person who practices
ecotourism has the opportunity of immersing
himself or herself in nature in away most people
cannot enjoy intheir routine, urban existences.

Ecotourism and its significance :
Ecotourismaccording to The International
Ecotourism Society is “responsible travel to
natural areas that conserves the environment
and improves the well-being of the local
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people.” This definition aptly fits what people
are expected to do and what not to do while
visiting placesthat still remain unspoilt with much
human intrusion. The visits must invariably be
non-intrusive to the environment avoiding any
disturbance in the life cycle of nature besides
sustaining the native culture of the locations.
These destinations are often remote areas,
whether inhabited or uninhabited.

The definition given by International
Ecotourism Society is echoed even by the World
Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) which defines
ecotourism as “tourismthat involves travelling
to relatively undisturbed natural areas with the
specified objective of studying, admiring and
enjoying the scenery and its wild plants and
animals, as well as any existing cultural aspects,
both of the past and the present, found in these
areas.” An optimum number of environment
friendly visitor activities, which do not have any
serious impact on the ecosystem and the local
community and the positive involvement of the
local community in maintaining the ecological
balance are some of its key elements.

Ecotourism means education, for both
tourists and residents of nearby communities.
Ecotourism typically involves travels to
destinations where the flora, fauna and cultural
heritage co-exist in harmony. This is a
responsible form of tourism and tourism
development, which encourages going back to
natural products in every aspect of life. It isalso
the key to sustainable ecological development.
More importantly, ecotourismis an important
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tool for rural development as it can provide a
viable economic development alternative for
local communities with few other income-
generating options. Ecotourism is not only
‘greener’ but also less culturally intrusive and
exploitative than conventional tourism.

Ecotourism has a great significance not only
to the tourism economy but also to the rural
economy;, since, in contrast to the conventional
tourists, the eco-tourists stay in facilities that
are likely owned and managed by the local
residents rather than corporate hotels and often
eat local food besides consuming local services.
Ecotourism thus aims at protecting and
benefitting conservation of nature, besides
benefiting, respecting and helping empower
local communities. Ecotourism provides the
tribal and rural communities an opportunity to
share their indigenous knowledge and reaffirm
their unique, and in some cases endangered
cultures. Indigenous livelihoods are intrinsically
connected to the forest, weather patterns and
harvest cycles.

Eco-tourism both at conceptual and
empirical levels is significant in a number of
respects. Traditionally it encapsulates scientific,
aesthetic, and philosophical approaches which
reflect the structure and function ofthe society.
Over the decades numerous changes have been
observed both in the content and context of
eco-tourism. With globalisation the processes
of these changes not only widened and
multiplied, but also gained in importance.

Eco-tourism potential of Telangana :

The interiors of Telangana are endowed with
anarray of natural resources having the potential
for eco-tourism and possess several “virgin
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attractions’ in protected areas. Notwithstanding
such a huge potential, the growth of eco-tourism
in Telangana is not very encouraging. With the
formation of the state of Telangana, the political
leadership is keen on promoting ecotourismin
the state. While such promotional approach
ensures development of rural economy directly,
it will have a positive impact on the culture as
well.

Almost every district in Telangana has the
potential to develop as a centre of ecotourism.
From Kuntala and Pochera waterfalls in
Adilabad district to the Farahabad Wildlife
Sanctuary in Mahabubnagar district,
Ananthagiri Hills in Vikarabad district to Pakhal
Sanctuary, Lakhnavaram and Ramappa Lakes
in Warangal district, there are a plethora of sites
that warrant tapping of tourism potential thereby
utilising the cultural heritage and traditional
assets of villages to foster sustained economic
development and livelihood enhancement.
Tourism in general and ecotourism in particular
is one sector that had never had enough of
attention on the part of the government.

The district of Adilabad is home to many
scenic waterfalls. Gayatri waterfall is situated
on Kadam River a tributary of Godavari. Away
from the human eye, the waterfall is in a very
secluded place inside a deep forest near
Neredigonda of Adilabad district. The villagers
living around the waterfalls call it Gadidha
Gundam or Mukdi Gundam. The amazing
waterfall plunges down from a height of 100ft
into the valley to create a magnificent sight. The
Kanakai waterfall is also located in Adilabad
district. The exact location is near asmall village
called Girnoor of Bazarhatnoor Mandal. The
falls is also called as Kanakadurga waterfalls.
The place has a place in the ancient history as
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well. People from nearby villages come to this
place to offer their prayers to Goddess Kanaka
Durga, inthe temple. The location brings the
tourist in direct contact with luscious grasslands
and fields. The place also has a variety of birds
that are rare find in busy cities. While there are
many such scenic waterfalls, Kuntala waterfalls
is just amazing and very accessible.

The enthralling Pochera waterfall is at a
distance of 37 kms from Nirmal town and is
the deepest of all the waterfalls in Telangana.
The waterfall has great width and height to make
it the deepest in Telangana. The fall is 20 meter
high and flows down with a great force, and
the falls are categorized as plunge waterfalls.
The holy river Godavari flows through the
Sahyadri mountain range and on its way, the
river breaks into small streams. Some of these
streams escape from their path and meet at a
point and become the source for the Pochera
falls which falls from a 20 meters high point.
The bed is much deeper and has the capacity
to hold a very huge quantity of water. We can
hear water roaring at a high pitch, exhibiting
the power of nature. The waterfall which is
extremely beautiful and very scary at the same
time is one of its kinds in the entire state and is
rarely found in the country. The bed of the
waterfall is made of hard Granite. This hard
material holds the strong falls with elasticity and
gravity. The lush green forest around the
waterfall makes it a natural habitat for reptiles,
bird species, and many insects. This falls serves
as agood adventurous location. The greenery
around the location is very appealing and is
untouched by urbanization. Adding spiritual
touch to the beautiful location is the Narasimha
Swamy temple located near the waterfall.
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Telangana, by virtue of its unique location in
the heart of Deccan Plateau enjoys unique
climatic conditions, which are considered
conducive for the thriving flora and fauna. There
are renowned wildlife sanctuaries all over the
region. Kawal is a dense forest region, which
is home to endangered tigers. It is also called
as Jannaram wildlife sanctuary. Some of the
other prominent wildlife sanctuaries in Telangana
are Pranahita wildlife sanctuary, Eturunagaram,
Shivaram wildlife Sanctuary, Nagarjuna Sagar-
Srisailam Tiger Reserve, Kinnerasani Wildlife
Sanctuary. The Deccan plateau is a region of
unique and great biodiversity, reflected in the
various wildlife havens of the region.

The Eturunagaram Sanctuary was declared
a wildlife sanctuary in the year 1953 by the
former Hyderabad Government, thanks to its
rich bio-diversity. The area in this wildlife park
is full of steeps and gentle slopes. Ontop of it,
the sanctuary area has some historical
significance owing to the existence of tree fossils
in this Sarvai area and caves. Eturnagaram
Wildlife Sanctuary is also counted as those rare
eco-regions around the globe that has various
embryonic species of ephemeral elements. The
natural park is a narrow band of forest
formation and close to three-fourths of this
entire land is identified by rising and falling plain
land surface while the remaining part of it is hilly
with a profusion of streams and springs. The
perennial river Dayyam Vagu flows through this
beautiful sanctuary. This Vagu separates the
wildlife sanctuary into two parts. The region is
covered completely with thick natural
vegetation.

To make Telangana an attractive destination
for eco-tourismand tribal tourism, Government
of Telangana is developing two Tourism Circuit
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projects namely: (i) Integrated Development
connecting Mulugu, Laknavaram, Medaram,
Tadvai, Damarvai, Mallur and Bogatha
Waterfalls — Tribal Tourism Circuit and (ii)
Integrated Development of Eco Tourism Circuit
in Mahabubnagar district. These circuits cover
scenic and natural beauty of the region, covering
forests, wildlife, waterfalls, caves, rivers and
reservoirs and ancient temples. Government
proposes to develop road connectivity along
with building ropeways, tourist cottages, and
cruise boats.

Mulugu Gatamma temple is considered as
the gateway to the Medaram. Pilgrims visiting
Sammakka and Saralamma Jatara visit
Gatamma temple during Jatara period.
Laknavaram Lake is one of the engineering
marvels of the Kakatiya kings, spread on a
saucer-like land extending to about 10,000
acres, located in Govindraopet mandal of
Warangal district. Asprawling lake surrounded
by a chain of beautiful green hillocks, serene
water from lush green islands dotting the
expansive tank and hanging bridge attracts a
large number of tourists round the year. A
popular religious congregation or Jatara called
“Sammakka - Saralamma” Jatara takes place
for three days biennially at Medaram. This is
deemed to be the second largest congregation
only after the Kumbha Mela in India. Tadvali,
also known as Sammakka Saralamma Tadvai,
is a tribal village in Warangal district. A major
portion of land is covered with wildlife and
vegetation. Chintamani Jalapatham a natural
spring runs through the dense forest believed
to have medicinal qualities called Malluru spring
waters. The Holy shrine of Lord Narasimha
Swamy isalso located in Malluru. Bogatha is a
beautiful waterfall, located in the dense forest
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at Koyaveerapuram G, Wazedu Mandal of
Khammam district. This is the second largest
waterfall in Telangana state.

The development of Kawal Tiger Reserve
(KTR) inAdilabad district is likely, among other
things, to open new avenues for tourism
development in Telangana region. The location
of Kadem reservoir on the fringes of Kawal
Wildlife Sanctuary (KWS) for instance, can be
used to develop an exciting “tourism package’
in this area. The package could include an
adventure-filled visit to the Tiger Reserve and
a boat cruise on the serene water in the
reservoir. “Basing the Kadem Tiger Reserve’s
tourism-related infrastructure facilities at Kadem
will also help as it will rule out human
disturbance in precious habitats. There are some
beautiful islands in the huge reservoir where
accommodation for tourists can be located.
Kadem and Kawal Tiger Reserve can be
mutually-beneficial entities.

Being the basis for diverse ecosystems with
predominantly indigenous populations like the
Gonds and Koyas of Adilabad, Karimnagar,
Khammam and Warangal districts, the virgin
interiors of the state of Telangana offer a unique
selling proposition of ecotourism. These virgin
interiors inter alia comprise of forest ecosystems
that contribute significantly to the forest cover
and biological diversity of the state. Newer
biodiversity rich areas, under Protected Area
status or otherwise, are being rapidly opened
for ecotourism. In the absence of a coherent
policy, regulation and guidelines, current form
of ecotourism will have adverse impact on
biodiversity; lives and governance systems of
communities, thereby resulting in loss of rights
and benefits arising from use of biological
resources to communities. o]
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